Minutes of the Meeting of Prees Parish Council held on 17 November 2025 in Prees Village Hall at 7.15pm

Present: Cllrs Mrs Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs S Jones, Mrs J Platt, Mrs A Allen, J Allen, T Nield, D Pritchard, Dr J Redgate and M Myles-Hook.  Also present were the clerk Mrs K Sieloff and 25 members of the public.  
169/25 Public Session
A member of the public spoke in opposition to planning application 25/04050/PAAFC concerning New Farm in Fauls.
The clerk was asked to request an extension to the consultation period for this application, as some of the relevant documents had only been very recently uploaded.
Another member of the public spoke to highlight the road surface on Moreton Street describing it as ‘like a river’ and in need of complete re-surfacing.   Cllr M Myles-Hook advised that he is chasing this matter, as the road is the worst one in all three of his parishes.
170/25 Apologies.
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mrs B Finch, Ms N Young and Mrs L Baer.
171/25 For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests.
There were no disclosures.
172/25 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on October 20 2025 (previously circulated.)
The Minutes were agreed to be a true record.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones that they should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
173/25 Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)  There were none.
174/25 Stuart Page from Severn Trent attended to explain the forthcoming work to replace the sewage treatment works at Higher Heath. Mr Page explained that works will take until July 2027 to complete.  Severn Trent has Permitted Development rights but the kiosks need planning permission so a planning application will go in in the New Year.  Currently, enabling works are happening, such as the 30mph limit imposed for safe access to the site.
A member of the Public spoke up about the long-standing problems with problematic drains in Fauls.  Mr Page said he would feed this back to Severn Trent.  Cllr Mrs Short thanked him for his attendance.
175/25 Community Policing Matters.
There was no officer present but the latest edition of ‘On The Beat’ had been circulated to all cllrs.
The problem of electronic scooters had been raised by residents’ reports of them being used in public spaces.   After taking advice the clerk confirmed that the scooters are currently only legally used on private land. The Parish Council agreed to report all public use of them to local police.
176/25 Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.)
Cllr M Myles-Hook reported that further analysis of the financial state of Shropshire Council had been undertaken in the past two months and the resultant report states that the overspend will be £47m by the end of this financial year.  There are £34m in Reserves.  A request for financial assistance has been made to central government for £15m immediately and a further £60m in the longer term.  The Government has been asked to respond within four weeks.  
If no funding is forthcoming, the next step would be the issue of a Section 114 notice by Shropshire Council’sChief Financial Officer under the Local Government Finance Act 1988.  At this point central Government would take over all spending decisions on behalf of Shropshire Council.
Cllr Myles-Hook confirmed that there is no money in the current budget to repair or rebuild the Civic Centre in Whitchurch.  
177/25 Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
· 25/03889/FUL: Proposed dwelling North of Prees Fire Station, Brades Road, Prees, Shropshire.  Construction of a single self-build dwelling.  Applicant: Mr Alec Johnson (Church View, Buntingsdale Road, Market Drayton TF91LT.)
The Parish Council resolved to object to this application on the grounds that it would constitue overdevelopment of a very small site and the build would not be in keeping with the surrounding area.  Proposed by Cllr D Pritchard and seconded by Cllr Dr J Redgate.  All were in favour.
· 25/04050/PAAFC: Change of use of 2No agricultural buildings to storage (Class B8) in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R Agricultural Buildings to Flexible Commercial Use of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended.)  New Farm, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2AZ. 
Applicant: Teemore Agriculture.
With due consideration of all the objections raised in the public session, the Parish Council resolved to object to this planning application on the grounds of the narrow single-track lanes with blind bends and no passing places not being suitable for more, and heavy, traffic.  The access routes are already congested and this will be worsened. There are no pavements offering refuge for pedestrians or those waiting for the school bus or other local transport.  Even Shropshire Council declares that these roads are not suitable for HGVs.  As it is they are made hazardous by vehicles avoiding congestion on the A41.  The proposed development would cause loss of amenity as it will change the character of the village.  The resolution to oppose the application was proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
· 25/03992/OUT: Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 2-4 dwellings.  Proposed Residential development land south of Mansfield Cottage, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire Sy13 2HA.  Applicants: Mr and Mrs Gary and Rebecca Cleary. (Mansfield Cottage, London Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2HA.)
It was noted that this application was not easy to assess due to the lack of clarity on precisely what is being proposed.  
After discussion the Parish Council resolved to object to it on the grounds that the access on to the A41 is very problematic and therefore unacceptable.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs A Allen and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council.
· 25/03690/TPO: Fell 1No Oak protected by the North Shropshire District Council (Prees Higher Heath No 6) TPO 1975 (Ref:NS/00051/75).  7 Birchwood Grove, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  SY13 2EX.  Decision: Grant Permission.
Other planning matters.
· Correspondence received from Tilstock Skydive concerned a proposed application to extend the hours of operation to include Sundays.  The Parish Council’s support was requested.  The clerk was asked to reply advising that the matter would be given the Parish Council’s full consideration when the planning application came forward for consultation.
178/25  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Sandford Bridge repair.
The clerk had received confirmation from Shropshire Council that the bridge is not currently listed and that materials with a very long lead time are awaited in order that a proper repair can be made.
Update on Section 106 funding available for Higher Heath.
The clerk has received confirmation that the officer at Shropshire Council dealing with this matter is still in the Council’s employ.  Clerk to continue to pursue him for a response to the Parish Council’s request for an update.
Invitation from Shropshire Council to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.  
Cllr M Myles-Hook reported that Prees Parish Council is not the only one to find the explanation of the aims of the Memorandum of Understanding unclear.  He advised that more information is available on the Shropshire Council website.  The Parish Council was unanimous in its decision not to sign the document at the moment.  The clerk was asked to bring it forward on the Agenda in a quiet month for further discussion.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.  
Cllr Mrs S Short had held a further meeting with most of the stakeholders and she reported that all were keen to control the parking in order to increase the safety of the area.  What is needed is a way of enforcing limited access for home-owners and business visitors only. In addition, it is important to agree who is responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the area.
Clerk was asked to consult NALC with regards to legitimate possibilities.
The clerk was asked to purchase the deeds of the Old Vicarage, the New Vicarage, the School and the Cottage in the hope that these documents might reveal the ownership of the piece of land in question.  Proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
Disabled parking in the village centre.
A disabled resident wrote to the Chair about the lack of local post offices offering easy access to disabled drivers.  He had found the experience unmanageable at Whitchurch, Market Drayton and Wem but could just about do it at Prees, but was concerned about the No Parking signs now erected by the double yellow lines.
The Parish Council was sorry to hear of the gentleman’s difficulties and stated that it is aware that those drivers with a disabled badge may park perfectly legitimately on double yellow lines.  It advised that there is also a demarcated disabled parking bay a little way up Church Street.
Revised draft Social Media Policy. 
The policy was discussed.  Cllr Mrs S Jones proposed that it should be adopted and this was seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
Applications received for PC funding.
After discussion it was resolved that the following awards should be made.
Prees Junior Football Club: £500.  Prees Scouts: £250.00.  Venture Magazine: £250.00.  RBL Poppy Appeal 2025: £150.00.  Clerk to raise these cheques for December meeting.
Additional awards to be a matter for the next Agenda.
Notification of forthcoming works by Severn Trent starting January 2026.
The Parish Council had received notification of major works by Severn Trent to replace 1500 meters of old  mains pipes in a major upgrade of the local water network.  Traffic management including road closures will be in place on Station Road, Lighteach Road, Brades Road and Mill Street.  The work should reduce leaks, bursts and service disruption and starts on January 5 2026.  It should be completed by the end of April 2026.
The clerk was asked to put the relevant information onto the PC website and Facebook page.
Playground matters
Due to the length of the current meeting, the Chair asked for this item to be carried forward to the next month’s Agenda.
179/25  SALC news.  
Nothing to report.
180/25  Accounting matters
Accounts for Payment November 2025.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall that the following accounts should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs S Jones.  All were in favour.
                                                                                                                           £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary November 2025                                                        506.48
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.61                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (15.10.25-11.11.25)                                            36.55  
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman October)                                320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (grass-cutting October)                               212.00 
Steven Oliver (fencing at Prees playground)                                                      936.00
Carl Smallman (posts at Higher Heath playground)                                         1190.00                                                                                          
                                                                                                     Total           £3327.64                                                                                                                          
Clerk’s expenditure 15.10.25-11.11.25
BT line rental contribution November 2025: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:4 x second class stamps @ 87p = £3.48
Trip to noticeboards for October Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Padlock: £3.99  Metre of chain: £4.99.  No Dogs Allowed sign: £7.99.
Total= £36.55 

181/25  Housekeeping.  
The clerk had noticed that the outer gates at Higher Heath playing-field have no means of being secured when open. She suggested that Steve Oliver should be asked to facilitate a simple solution.  Support from the PC was unanimous.
Cllr J Allen asked the clerk to investigate the price of concrete bollards as an alternative to the wooden posts that need to be regularly replaced at Higher Heath playing-field.
Cllr D Pritchard reported that the hole in the pavement opposite Wrafton Terrace, left by the electrical contractors working on connecting the new development in the Summer, is still there.  Clerk to report again to Wrekin Housing.
182/25 Facebook.  Nothing new currently.
183/25 Correspondence.  None outstanding.
184/25  Items for next Agenda 
Budget 2026-27.  Community Build update. Conservation area.




Signed………………………………………………………                      Date…………………………………………
2/2025

